Operetions of Batean Defense Force (24 December 1941 to 6 Jamuary 1942)
: (See Appendix No. 4) :

lission of the 39.1:8.&1:1 Defenée Forcé

The mission of the Batasn Defemse Force was to organize and defend
the Batean Peninsula, es far south as the Service Commnd area.

Ares Assigned for Defense

Northern Boundarys Main Battle Fosition=The ge.neral line Abucay=lt.
Netib=Navban.

Southern Boundarys The .A.la.ngan River=liount Mariveles=Faysswan River
(all inelusive).

Bastern Boundarys Approximetely 15 miles of shore line of Bh,'nii.a
Bay between Abucay and Quiteng FPoint (both inclusive e

Western Boundarys Approximately 15 miles of shore line along the

China Ses between Mauban and the Faysawan River (both inclusive),.

The distence from Abucay to Mauben along the Main Battle Fosition
was epproximetely 20 miles. The terrain of the Bataan Defense Sector was
very rugged except for e marrow strip varying from one t; three miles wide
along Yanila Bay between Abucay and Orion. Mt. Netib, with-an elevation of
4222 feet dominated thet portion of the sector north of the Pilar-Bagac
Road. It was heavily wooded and cut by many deep rdvinas._

Mount Sametiand Mount Marivales (elevetion 4700 feet) were the outw
standing terrain features south of the Pilar=Bagac Road. The three mount-
ains formed a mouiata.in renge ruaning generally down the middle of the sector.
All the terrain south of the Pilar-Bagac Road wes heavily wooded or covered
by thick Jungle growth, except the small ares between Filar and Pa.ﬁdan.

The mein streams emptied into the South China Sea or Yenila Bay. The
main streams which drained the Bastern slope :;f Hount Natib were the
Caleguimen River, the Balantey River, and “the &bo Abo River which emptied
into the Balenga River. The ground west of Mt. Natib sloped abruptly to

the west coast. The streams emptied directly into the China Sea. The
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A good all-weather two way road (East Road) ren along the east coast

T/,

from Abucey to Mariveles, and another from Pilar to Bagae through the

broad gap in the mountain range between lMount Natib and Mount Semat. There

was & .g;oodl dry weather road (West Road) between Mariveles and loron. A4n
improved one way road ran from Abueay to Abucey Hacienda. No other communicaet-
ions existed except narrow trails., Noron was connected with Olongapo by a
trail along the coaste.

' Because of the limited road net, it was evident that, unless additional
landings were made, the main force of the Japanese attack would fall against
the eastern helf of the liain Battle Position. Enemy landings were possible
et any place within the sector from both the China Ses and Manila Bay.
Because of the :foad crossing the peninsula from Bagae, this point was
considered especielly vulnerable to enemy landings. The all-weather two
wey road from Olongapo to Iayec Junction was another possible route of
approach for enemy movemsnts.

Orgenizetion of the Bataan Defense Force Area

The Batean Defense Force Aree was orgénized intos

(1) The Main Battle Positions The general line Abucay=lit Natib-lauben.

(2‘) The Reserve Battle Fositions The general line Orion-lit Samite
Bagacs.

(3) The Beach Defenses.

The Ares wes divided into the East Sector and the West Sector. The
boundery between sectors was it Natib-Maldice R;ver-Pantingan River (all
to West Sector). Brigadier General liexon S. Lough was essigned to command
the Bast Sector, and Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel was assigned to
eMnﬁ the West Sector, pending the arrival of Majar General J. I,

'Wainwright. In geners.hl these troops composing the North Luzon Force were

essigned the West Sector. Since the main effort of a Japanese atteck was

eﬁ:pacted to be made against the Bast Sector the mass of troops were eassigned
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ORDER OF ARRIVAL AND TROOP ASSIGNMENT B E‘:. ‘:’;’T
. e , e
Upon my arrival in Batean the only troops then in my area were the \Q\L% S
Philippine Division (PS) (less the 57th Combet Team end one Bettalion, 45th 0 N

Infentry (PS))s Brigadier Genmeral Lough Commending and the Provisional Air
Corps Regiment (organized as ‘an Infentry Regiment) Colonel Harrison HeCe
Richards dre, Cemnnnding.

The order of errivel of units was as followss

_11;;5.3 Hovement Started Movement completed
31st Division (PA) 2300 P 24 December night 26-27 December
41st Division (PA) 2300 AM 25 ﬁecember 28 December

57th Combat Team (BS) 30 December 30-31 December night
1st Regular Division (FA) 27 December 31 Decenber

51st Division (FA) o e 1 Januery

 1st Brig (PC)(later 2d Reg

Div (BA)) 1 January 6 January
11th Division (PA) night 5w6 January 6 January
21st Division (FA) night 5«6 January - 8 Januery

71st Division (PA) 10500 Fi 2 Januery 7 January
. (to covering force position)

26th Cavalry (PS) night =6 January 9 January
. (to covering force position)

The 86th Field Artillery, 30lst Field Artillery, Seli‘-—lﬁtopelled liounts, and
tanks arrived intermittently during the period 26 December = 6 Januarye Assigne~
ment of troops to sectors was as followss

To Bast Sectors 4lst Division (BA), 5W _(Ps), 51st Division
(PA), 11th Division (PA), 21st Division (BA), 86th Field Ar'l';illery, 301st

Field #rtillerye.

To West Sectors 51‘3: Division (PA), 45th Combat Team (less one battalion),
lst Division (PA) Regular, 9lst Division (BA), 71lst Division (PA), 26th Cavelry

(P8)o
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Orgenizetion of Main Battle Position ! % > 2
The liain Battle Position was occupied from left to right bys 57th Combat | g g i)*
T |
Teem, 4lst Division (PA), 5lst Division (PA)(less 524 Infantry), Provisional \,&i@ =
A. : 3 : % &\ |
(Infentry) Bettalion, 31lst Field drtillery, lst Regular Division (PA)s \}\j T

1=

Work on the Main Battle Position astride the East Road near Abﬁéay .5
started on 24 December by the 3lst Infantry (US)(less onme battalion)e On 28
January this uﬁit moved to Colis to help preparo-the Covering Force positigno
Work wee continued on the 30th December by the SEEhﬂ%nfmtry (PS)e This unit
occupied and completed the organization of & sector apprﬂoximtely 3000 yeards
wide extending west from Manila Beye (That protion of the Main Battle Position
astride Mt Natib between the left of the 5lst Infantry (PA) end It Silangenan
approximately 9000 meters was not organized for defense but was covered by
petrolss The terrain in this area wes estremely difficult, traversed by deep
gorges and covered with dense jungles. It took two days to trevel from the
occupied portion of the west seotor front to the léft fleank of the 5lst
Divisione Contect between sectors wes never satisfactorily esteblished.)

The MLR on the right ren through the barrio lMabatang to e point approximately
6000 yarda' west of Abucey Hacienda, and on the left from the beach just north
of leuban to Mt Silanganan. The OFLR on the east ren along the Ealeguiman
River end on the west along the Nagbalayong River. The RRL on the right was
about 600 yards north of Abucey and on the left flank it ren through lauban
Pointe That portib;:. of tﬁe loin Battle Position that wes occupied was protected
by & double apron berbed wire obstacles A mine field wes laid in the left of
4he 57th Infantry sector. Bridges on the Bast Road in front of the MLR were
destroyed. Fields .of fire were cleercd and work on trenches, gun amplacemzn‘és,
commend posts, ebtce wes speeded up to the maximum of physicel endurence.

Despite the fact thet the men were not equipped with individual entrenching
tools and that each division had only about fii‘tj picks and shovels and very
few axes in the Engi:éeer Battaliong, they mede & very formicdeble defensive
line by using tﬁeir 5ayonets and even meat cen lids as entrenching toolss Too
mich preise cennot be given them for thelr tremendous effort in organizing the

Main Battle Position.
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On arrivel in Batasn the 4lst Division (BA) wes initially assigned that
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portion of the MLR extending from the Isft of the 3lst Infantry (US) to
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Mt Natib. All three regiments of the 4lst Division were employed on the
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position in order from right to leftj 41st Infantry, 42d Infantry, 43d

L

Infentry.

On 5 January the 51lst Division (less 52d Infantry on beach defense)
relieved elements of the 4lst Division (PA) on the Mein Battle Position
west of Abucay Hacienda. The 4lst Division troops which were relieved
by the 5lst Division was used to strengthen the new 41lst Division Sector,
which now extended only as far west as Abucey Hacienda. The 5lst Division
employed both the 5lst Infantry end 53d Infentry Regiments on the I;hin
Battle Position. The 5lst Infantry occupied & sector of 2100 yards
extending west from the Abucay Hacienda. The 534 infa.ntry occupied a
sector defending a front of over 3000 yerds on the.left of the Elst Infantry.

On the arrival of the 3lst Division in Batean the 324 Infantry (ﬂ)
and a provisional battalion of tlie 3lst Field Artillery, armed with rifias,
two (2) Cal.50 machine guns and four (4) ca:;.iber «30 machine guns were
assignéd to organize the It Silanga.nan—&uban portion of the line. On
arrival of the lst Regular Division (PA), the 32d Infentry (PA) was
relieved, and the lst Regular Division (PA)s occupied the left of the

Main Battle Position and completed the organizetion thereofs.

Supporting Artillery Bataan Defense Force.

Unit Armament b Mission
11th F.A. (FA) 10=75mm guns Best Sector Beach Defense
2lst F.A. (PA) 24-75mm guns Bast Sector Beach Defense
3lst F.A. (RA) 8=75mm guns West Sector-lain Battle
, Position and Beach Def.
41st F.A. (PA) 16=-76mm guns Best Sector, Direet Sup-
, 8-2.956 mm guns _ port 4lst Division
5lst F.A. (FA) 8-75mm guns Bast Sector, Direct Sup-

port 5lst Division



-

Unit : Armement : Mission
7lst FeA. (FA) 2=75mm guns Covering force, later
| 4-2,96's Mt Guns West Sector
91st Feho (FA) 8-75m guns . TWest Sector
lst &, ‘_ 24th FA (Ps) 8=75mn guns Bast Sector, Direct Sup~
‘ : 4-2495 Mt Guns port 45th Infentry
24 Bn, 24th FA (BS) 8-75mn guns West Sector, Direct Sup-
e = 4=2,95 it Guns port 45th Infantry onlt ot
-lat Bn, 23d FA 12«75mm guns Covering Force
2d Bn, 234 FA 8-2,95 Mt Guns West Sector, Main Batile
Position
86th FA Bn (PS) 12-155mm guns GFF East Sector General
= Support
301lst F.A. (PA) 16=~156mm guns GEF Bast Sector General
Support

Frov Bn 924 CAC 6=155mm guns GFF West Sector Beach Defense
The two Provisional Battalions Self=Fropelied Artillery, 27-75mm

guns (less cne battery) were employed in the Bast Sector as anti-tenk and
general sﬁpper'b s.rtilléry,. One bettery was assigned the West 'Sectof with
a‘similar mission. Headquerters and Headguarters Battery, Provisional
Artillery Brigade (PS) operated a "Fire Control Center" within the Bast
Sector. : :

In addition to the above, emplacements for 31 naval guns renging from
one pounders to 3 inch, were started for beach defense. This work wes under
USAFFE control.

The Reserve Battle Position

The Reserve Battle Position at this time was scarcely more then & line
on the map. The Provisional Air Corps Regiment, Colonel Harrison H.C.
Richards, A.C, Commanding, started orgenization of that portion of the
Reserve Battle Position astride the BEast Road‘just north of Puting early
in Januéry.

The 45th Infantry (PS) was directed to lay out end organize the
R.serve_ Battle rPesition within the West Sector, bubt the difficulties of

the terrain were such that only' e small portion of the position was completed
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before the 45th Infentry was employed eisewhere.

The Beach Defense

v In the East Sector the 57th Infantry (PS) was assigned that portion
of the beach from Abuca& to Fuerto Rivas. The 52d Infantry (PA) Colonel
Cordero Commanding, was assignad the sector from Puerto-Rivas to Limay
(both inclusive). The 2d Regular Philippine Division occupied the sector
on the right of the 52d Infantry (PA). On 11 January the 1lth Division,
Brigadier General Williem E. ﬁrougher, Comnding, relieved the 52d
Infantry and the 52d Infantry (m) rejoined the 5lst Division (PA) on
the Main Battle Position.

The 1llth Infantry (PA) was assigned and occupied the sector along the
beach between Fuerto Rivas and Orionm (exclusive). The 12th Infantry (FA)
covered that portion of the beach betwsen Orion and Limay, (both inclusive).
The 13th Infantry (BA) was held in reserve near Balangs.

The artillery of the 21st Division (PA) was attached to the 1lth
Division (PA) in order to strengthen the beach defense. ihe 11th Division
(PA) remained on beach defense until 25 January, et which time it wes
assigned to I Corps.

In the West Sector the 3lst Division (PA) was assigned the mission
of defending the beach from the RRL o Sayseyan Point (inclusive). One
battalion of the 45th Infantry (PS) covered Bagac Bay. The Regiment
(less two battalions) wes in reserve near the junction of the Pilayw
Bagac Road and the road leading to Moron. (The 24 Battelion, 45th
Infantry (PS) was covering the beach at larivales).

Betean Defense Force Reserve

Shortly after midnigh*& 5-6 January the 21st Division having withe
drawn into Bataan was assigned e bivouac area in the vicinity of Guitol.
It was assigned as Bataen Defense Force reserve.

Reorganization of Units on Arrival in Batean

The Philippine Army Divisions with the exception of the 3lst Division
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(PA) end the 41st Division (PA) were badly disorganized and depleted because |

of éonstant eneny pressure and the normal difficulties encountered in a

] | ;JJ
withdrawel by untrained troops end inadequate transportations The 8lst Division & i
end 41lst Division had not been in combat. It was necessery to place the dis~ ‘Es KE
organized divisions in bivouac area for rest and reorganizetion before they fﬁﬁ\%”

could be used on the preperation of their essigned defensive sectors. On

prrival in Batean, the 8lst Division wes initielly essigned & bivovac eres ™.
along the treil leading west from Limaye. The 1lth Division wes assigned a
bivouse aree in the vicinity of Guitol. ZThe 91st Division wes essigned &
bivousc aree ebout two miles east of-Bagac, south of the Pilar-Bagac Roads
Several days were spent in reorganization and reconnaissance by the:key personnel
of these Divisions.

The Covering Force Action at layac Junction

On 2 Janusry 1942, USAFFE ordered the Commending General North Iuzon
Forece to orgenize & covering force at layac Junction and upon coﬁpleticn
of the orgenizetion to turn the command of the covering force over to mes
The troops allotted for this mission were the 7lst Divisien (PA), the
31lst Infantry (US), the 26th Cavalry (PS), the lslt Battelion, 88th Field
Artillery (PS), and the lst Battalion, 23d Field drtillery (PS).

Brigadier éenéral C, A. Selleck was placed in direct command of this forcee

The 71st Infantry (PA) occupied the south bank of the Culis River
from Almecen b0 & point just northesast of Culis. The 724 Infaptfy (PA)
wes in the position previously pr?pafed by the 3lst Infantry (us). rThis
prepared position wes astride the Bast Koad just norﬁh of Culis énd about
1000 yards south of the layac Junction bridge. It extended about 400 yards
west of the Bast Road. The lst and 2d Battalions extended the liﬁg to the
south~west. The dispoﬁition set foréh above left a wide gap between the
left of the 3lst Infan?ry_ﬁﬂs).and the nesrest hill mass ebout 3000 yards
eway. The 26th Cavelry (PS) wes essigned to cover this gep and protect the

left (west) flank of the eo&ering force. <‘he lst Battalion, 234 Field
<%
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Artillery end lst Battslion, 88th Field Artillery from positions west of

the Bast Road supported the 3lst Infantry (US). The remmentsof the 7lst
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Field Artillery (PAi) supported the 7lst Division (BA).
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The 3d Battalion, 3lst Infantry was held in reserve about 1000 yards
southwwest of Culis.

The 71lst Division (PA) was badly disorgenized and consitted of the
rements of the 71lst Infantry end 72d Infantry. The 3lst Infantry (US)
had not been in combat. The lst Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) had not
completely recovered from the bombing it had received on Corregidor a
woek previously. The 26 Cawvalry (FS) was organized into a horse squadron,
s motorized squadron, and one Headquarters Squadron.

The position in general lent itself to a good defense. It was on high
ground and had good fields of fire, Some work had beencdone on the position
on 28 ;th.EQ Decenber. On 30 December the 3lst Infantry (less lst
Battalion) was moved to the zig-zag on the Dinalupihen=Olangapo Road.

It returned by 4330 Pi, 4 January and spent the remsinder of the 4th and
all the 5th January on preparation of the position. The Tlst Di_v.ision
(PA) warked on the position from 2 $o 5 January (inclusive). The 26th
Cavalry (PS) arrived on the position duriﬁg the night 5-6 January.

On 3 January Colonel Skerry sent one of his Engineer Officers to
report to General Selleck to assist in the organization of the positione
An inspection on 5 January by Colomel Skerry disclosed that little work
hed been completed. Some wirse had been constructed, trenches dug, and
gun emplecements constructed. The line occupied was over extended. Early
on 'bh_ar morning of 6 Januaery the highwey and railroad bridges over the
Culo River were destroyed by the North Luzon Force engineers. The
Commending General, North Luzon Force tﬁrned the commend of the covering
forece over to me about 6300 Al, 6 January on orders of the Commanding
General, USAFFE,

By 10530 A, 6 January, the Japanese had moved their artillery into
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position in the wvicinity of Sabo and started shelling our position. A4ll during 1 > g
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the morning additional hostile artillery including 105mm howitzers ceme up, % !%3 Bl)

went into metion and pounded our front line infantry positions, as well as N§\§\%\
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severely puniéhing our artillerye. Eerly in the action the 7lst Field Artillery
(BA) was hit. Several guns were destroyed end the Field Artillery suffered
numerous casualties, This unit promptly dispersed and ceased to exist as a
fighting unit, leaving.'bhe brunt of the fighting to be borne by the two Field
Artillery (PS) battalionse

These two scout units put up a good fight in the face of tremendous odds.
Not only were they outranged by heavier caliber gums, but they were outnumbered
five to ones To add to their troubles, Japenese observation pleanes were
flying unmolested continually over their positions end they were forced to change
positions ofttens We had no 155mmeguns within supporting distence of the covering
forces By 2:00 Pi three out of four guns in one battery of the 23d Field
Artillery (PA) hed been knocked oute The one remaining gun ocarried on the
fight alone, The other battery was also in difficulty. The ammunition trsin
we.s hit and 'blé'wn upe FPrime movers were disn.bled, and the battery suffered
severe casﬁalties. The 23d Field Artillery (PS) lost all its guns except one
during this engagement. It éeased'to exist as & fighting unit on 6 Januaxy .
The 88th Field Artillery (PS) which wes .in more covered terrain was badly
hemmered, but did not suffer;as great a lossa

About 2300 Pi; Jepesnese infantry units were observed crossing the Culo
River. Additional units were n’pproaehing from the northe At 43130 PIf a
heavy infantfy attack was launched against our position with the main blow
falling near the junction of the 3lst Infantry (US) anﬁ the 72d Infentry (BA)e
The lst Battalion, 3lst Infantry was forced back oé.using & Z8Pe two companiéa
of the 3lst Infantry (US) left the field of battle without orders; These
compenies were brough{: back in motors and the Company Commanders relievsd. The

3d Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) counterattacked and restored the line.
|
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~ The 71st Infantry (PA) was overextended along the Culis River o;né. a
breai;‘bhrough thera had Exﬁiy & short distence to go in order to cut the East
Road and imperil the remainder of the forces No reserves remained.

Japsnese troops continued to move south into assembly positions north
of the Culis River. It was evident that the enemy was planning another attack

egeinst the position.. At 8400 P, General Selleck informed me that unless he

. was reinforced ‘by infantry and artillery he could not hold the position. MMy
artillery officer informed me ‘;hat we could not send more artillery to support
a counter-attack at dawn a&s we could not ococupy & position after dark eand
fire without daylight reconnaissance. At 10300 Pl, 6 January I ordered
General Selleck to ﬁithdra.w the eovering force during the night 6=7 Januarye.

Through e failure to decode the message ordering the withdrawal, the
26th Cavalry (PS) was not awmre of the withdrawal of the remainder of the
covering force. On 7 January this unit was forced to withdraw across country.
It joined the I Corps on 9 Ja.ni:ary after a most difficult march. &fter the
withdrewal the 7lst Division wes attached to the I Corps end the Eist Infantry
(U8) withdrew to bivouac a.re.a on the Orion=Cut-0ff, two kilometers west of
Orions

On withdrewal, contact was lost with the enemy.

L L
58

/
ny

Wh/ Ko

770 VHVN

/)
L1091

A

T

_AEIAISSV 1D d

-3



. Hw >
\E&

2

The First Battle of Bataan (Abucay = Mt Natib Position) =z ;
(See Appendix Noe §) | g g

Change in Designation of Headquarters GG
On 7 January in accordance with orders from Commanding General USAFFE ‘@T\

<7

the Bataan Defense Force was discontinued end the North Luzon Force and
South Iuzon Force were redesignated the I FPhilippine qufs anci II Philippine
Corps respectivelye :

All troops previously Assigned to the West Sector Bs.'be.anh Defense Force
were essigned to I Philippine Corps, liajor General J. M, Wainwright commanding.
All troops previously eassigned to the Bast Sector iBa'baa.n Defense Force

were aissigned to II Philippine Corps, Iﬁajo;-'General George ll. Farker J:E.,
Commendinge The boundary between I Corps and II Corps was the sgme as the
boundary between the East Sector end West Sector Batean Defense Forces
The I Corps was ordered to maintain contact with the II Corpse

Mission II Philippine Corps

The mission II Philippine Corps was to defend that portion of Batasn
previously designated as the East Sector Bataan Defense Forcee

General Situation

After the withdrawsl of the covering force on the night of 6«7 January,
coptaot with thé enemy was lost. On the 7th and 8th of January, the enemy
continued its advance to the south, pushed out reconnaissance units, a.nd
developed i‘bsu forces i‘of attack on our lain Battle Fosition. Japenese infantry
cavalry, artillery, and mobor units were observed moving to the sou;bh on the
Bast Road, between Urani and Samal. Contact was regained on 9 January.
Japanese patrols meintained numeréus contects with our outpost on the 9th and
10th of Js.-nuqry. ‘The first atteck was made on the night 10=-11 ;Ianuary against
the left of the 57th Infantry (PS) Sector. ﬁTﬁereai‘ter, the Japanese attacks
against the II Corps Position were piecemeal and successively progressed to _
the west in an effort to locate and envelope ou; left flank., It was soon
evident that they preferred to attack over rough terrain and through thick

Jjungles rather then to attack over the nmarrow strip of good terrain astride
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the Mm which ws strongly cawre& %y fire. On 7 Jam;ry Imwd:w 1i Eég
command post to a point om the trail 2 miles west of mm. ! g_ ; Si
Operetions in 57th Infantry Sector ! ’;5 | gJ
On 8 Januery the 57th'1nfantry we.s occupying the right sector of the Iain 4 ,%; ~ g
Battle Position with the lst and 3& Battalions on the IMIR. 3d Ba,ttahon on ‘the :g%\%\ Uj
~ !

'C?

left, the 2d Battalion on the RRL. The 1st Battalion, 24th Field Artillery (PA)
we.s in direct supports Two bat’aé.l:.ons, 41st Field Art:.llery (Ra) were in
positions to give support o-n caell. Contect ws.‘made by reconna,ssie.ncé patrols on
9 Januarys On the afternoon of 10 January the OFLR wes driven in. On th;a night
10=11 Jrsn,xnxa.:!\@r a Japanese force estimated as one bé.ttalion attacked the 3d .Battal-
ion, 57th Ix;if‘antry. The atteck was repulseds

On the night 1l=12 Ja.x;ma.ry the eneﬁry agein attacked the 57th Infantry Sectors
Enemy shelling was intense. The enemy attack reached our MIR. On 12 Januaryﬂ
the 21st Infantry (PA) wes attached to the 57th Infantrye

At 4330 AN, 13 January the Japsnese again ettacked with great furyes The
enemy made & dangerous salient into the left of the 57th Infantry (PS) sectors
The 21st Infantry (PA) counterattacked, but made little progresse Thé morale
in the 57th Infantry et this time was very low. Colonel Clarke wes relieved and
ebout noon, 13 January, Colonel Arnold J. Funk, was placed in command of the 57th
Infantry (PS)e Colonel Funk after a persoﬁal reconnaissence of his sector,
ordered a counterattack by the 2d Battalion, 57th Infentry (PS) at 3:00 FMe The
7 @ wae restored by dark. The change in regimentai commenders did much to raise
morale. During the night 13-14 January the 3@ Battelion, 2lst Infentry relieved
the 24 Bettalion, 57th Infantry.

On 14 January the énemy leunched an attack against the 3d Bs.t‘t;al-ion, 21st
Infantry at 10300 Ali, By 12330 Pl, this battalion had been forced out of the
MLR. Agaa.n the 2d Battalion was used to counterettack and restore the MIR. On
15 January the 22d Infantry wes nttached to the 57th Infantry and on the night
16=17 Janus.ry the 3d Battelion, 21st Infentry was relieved by the 22d Infantry.
About 18 Januery the 2d Bettalion, 2lst ‘Infantry (PA) was relieved by the
224 Infanﬁr;r (PA)e The enemy pressure against the 57th Infentry Sector had
lessened since 15 January and moved to the west. Because of the threat of an
envelopment of the left (west) flank of the Main Battle Position, the lst

Bettalion, 57th Infantry (PS) was relieved about 20 January
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by the 2d Battalion, 2lst Infantry end the 57th Infantry assembled in reserve

southewest of Abucay, prepi.red to move to the left of the bettle line to mest

e s s i A S s

8 threatened envelopment of the left (west) fiank of the Main Battle Positions

,5_}
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Operations in 41st Division (PA) Sector

o

The 41st Division (PA) held its sector until ordered to wi‘bhdra.w.
Brigadier General Vicinte Lim, and Colonel Malcolm V. Fortier deserve the
highest possible commendetion for their st;peri:leadership. The 41st
Divis-ion' 8 oni:s'banding ;:)erfermnce of duty in action, in,withstanding comtinuous
asaaul‘bs‘by superior forces was largely due to the untiring efforts and
superior military knowledge and ability of Colonel Fortiere. This officer
served with outstonding honor and distinction, and his efforts were reflected
in the actions of the 4lst Division (Pi)e

Enemy pressure started against the 41st Infantry (PA) Sector on the might
of 10~11 Januarye Repeated attacks and counter-attacks continued until the
15th of January, with the 4lst Infantry (PA) holding its MIR after each counter
attacke ' g |

By 15 January the liain enemy pressure had reached the 42d Infentry. This
unit was forced to the REL and the 32d Infantry (PA) was ordereﬁ to report to
the Commanding General, 41st Division on the night 15-16 January as 41st Division
Reserve. Counterattacks by the 42d Infantry (PA) snd elements of the 32d
Infantry (PA) restored the MIR within the 42d Infantry (PA) Sectore

The 43d Infantry (PA) received the heaviest enemy attacks of eny regiment
in the 4lst Division. By 16 January its left was exposed because of the
disintegration and rout of the 5lst Division (PA)e The heavy pressure sgainst
this unit had made it neccessary to a—trengthqn' its sector with the 23d Infantry
(PA)o During the period l4~24 Jenuary all three Battalions, 23d Infentry (PA)
were sihgly committed to the main battle position, supporting the 43d Infantry
(Ba)s '

~ On the 16th Jenuary, continued ememy pressure had forced the 43d Infentry
to refuse its left flank from the MIR to the RRL. Heavy fighting hed forced

the battle line within a hundred pards of the Régimental Command Poste
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Lieutenant Colonel E, T. Lewis, Senior Instructor, 43d Infaentry, refused to 1 = = %‘
: -- : | 2 €& &
move his Command Post to the rear. By his conspicious gallentry and calm § ; A
= 22
menner displayed at this critical time, he succeeded in holding his position i\'}t\g‘) 2|
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until the arriwl of the FPhilippine Division for the counter-attack on the \@\%
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17th of Januarys.

Qperations in 5lst Division (PA) Sector

i.mproved dispositidns,_ completed ¢ ommni cation installationa, and -intensified'
reconnaissance to the front and left flank. Contact with the I Corps on Mt
Netib was never established although numerous efforts were madé to do so.

At 5300 PM, 11 January the 52d Infantry (PA)(less lst Bettelion and one
company, previously destroyed in South Luzon) rejoined the Division and was
assigned to Division Reserve. “ ' :

On 12 Jﬁmry the enemy attacked and opened & gap onthe right of the
51st Infentry (PA) Sector. The 52d Infentry (PA) counter-ettecked and regeined
some grounde Colonel Loren P. Stewart was killed. Colonel Young was assigned :
to commend the 5lst Infs.ntry (PA)e On 13 Januery hostile pressure increesed
on the front of the 5lst Infantry (PA), and by noon that unit showed signs of
weakeninge. The Commanding General, 51st Division (PA) ordered the 5lst Infantry”
(BA) to withdraw to the high ground on the north bank of the Lamtaﬁ Rivers

 On 14 January, under continued hostile pressure the 5let Infentry (PA)
withdrew to the south bank of the laventan River. Such elements of the 524
Infentry (PA) es could be released were beturned to normal control so as to
reconstitute ‘& Division Reserve.

Cn 15 Janué.ry all divig}qn reserves and all other awvailable troops were
committed in order to minﬁain the new MLR on the south benk of the lavanten

River.

At this time the I Corps was notified of the critical nature of the \
situation and additioné.l troops for II Corps Reserve were requested of the 1

Commanding General, USAFFE, The 31st Division (PA) wes ordered to move tc/

the vicinity of Guitol as II Corps Reserve.



About midnight 15-16 January 1 ordered the Comndiilg General, 5lst
Division (PA) to again counter-attack at daylight 16 January to reesfahliah
his MLR on the north bank of the laventen River. The 3d Battalion, 21st
Infentry (PA) was ordered to repoﬂ: to the Commending General, 5lst Division
(PA) at 4100 AN, 16 January to assist in the counter-attack. This bettelion
nevér reported.

At daylight, 1€ January the attackwas launched., By 9300 AN, some advance
had been made, but a dengerous gap had been crested between the 5lst Infentry
(PA) end the left of the 43d Inﬂantry‘(RA). By 1400 PM the enemy begen infil=
tra.‘bing through the gap and af the same time succeeded in penetrating between
the 51st Infantry (PA) end 53d Infentry (PA)e Thus the 5lst Infantry (PA) wes

doubly enveloped. All 5lst Division (PA) reserves were employed but feiled to
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stop the ememy advance. The entire front of the 5lst Infantry (PA) disintegrated

and the troops routeds The 53d Infentry (FA) was ordered to fall beck to the
left rear and protect ‘the right of the I Corpse

By 5300 Fi, the Commending Generel, 5lst Division (BA) had formed s
covering force astride the Guitol Trail near Hill 1620 end started reorganizing
his division.

The Counter-Attack by the Fhilippine Division

The disiﬁtegration of the blst Division (PA) 6rea.1:ed e critical situation
which threetened the Main Battle Positions Unless the 5lst Division (Ba)
Sector could be regeined, it was evident that my left flank would be enﬁloped
and the position would be loste I ordered the Commanding General, Fhilippine
Division to counterattack e.rl: daylight 17 Jenuery to regain the MIR within the
5lst Division (PA) Sector.

On the morning of the 17th, the 3lst Infantry (US) moved into position
west of the Haciends and sttecked in a norfherly direction, with the 2d
Battalion on the right and the lst Battalion on the left. The 24 Battalion
advenced a short way and was stopped by heavy hostile resistence, leaving a
gep between this battelion end the 4lst Division (PA) on its right. The lst

Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) pushed its attack successfully to the Main Line

of Resistence, thus leaving & gap between the lst Battalion end the 2d Battelion

on its right reare.
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The 34 Battalion, 45th Infaxtry attacked on the left of the lst Batbtalion, ; z 3z

31lst Infentry (US), end also reached the MIR, It wes in contact with the 3lst i S S
Infentry (US), but not in comtact with the rest of the 45th Infemtry (PS)e ’ %E
The country Wa.s very broken, and woodeds Con'bo.ct- s extremély aifficult to \\gi\%
min‘bll.in between units es they went forwerd. The 3d Battalion, 45th Infentry | Jp }N

(PS) wes atteched to the 3lst Infantsy (US) and was the left element on the
Abucey=lit Natib lines Their left (west) flank wes exposeds On the night of g
17«18 Janusry, the 45thIInfantry (PS)(léss 3d Bettalion) moved into the gap
betwesn the 4lst Division (PA) and the 3lst Infantry (US) On 18 Januery the
Zlst Infantry (US) failed to make any advence. At 4:00 P, the lst Battalion
45th Infentry (PS) attacked from s position on the right of the 3lst Infantry
(us) in & direction slightly west of north end by 6:45 FM reached its objective
on i:he 1R, However when it reached it; it; was in con;:&ct with neither the
41et Division (PA) on its(right nor the 3lst Infantry (US) on its left reare
There Wes & gap of sbout 1000 yerds on its right and one of about 1300 yards
on its left. The 24 Battalion, 45th Infentry (PS) was moyed into a positien
in reserve behind the.inter-val betweai: the 3lsk Ix-z'fa.ntryki (US) and the 1lst
Battalion, 45th Infentry (BS)e ps '
On 19th Janﬁary the 318% Infentry (US) continued its effort to dislodge
the enemy froﬁ the Hacienda poéke‘b. My request for tank support was refused.
Eerly in the day thé 1st Ba:b‘balion, 45th Infantry was withdrewn to regain
contact with the 31lst Infantry. Ilater i:n-'the dey the lst Battelion, 45th
Infantry and the 24 Ba’étalion, 45th Ihfantry (24 Bettalion on the left) agein
attacked to the north and reached the MLR. After this successful attack there
still remained & gap of about 750 yardsAhetween the 456th Infgntry units and
the 41st Divisione Contect patrols werse sent out by the lst Battelion, 45th
Infentry to cover this gap and contect was established and mainteined thereaftere
On 20 January there was brisk action throughout the day in the Hgciends
pocket, but no materiel change developeds The enemy succeeded in infiltrating
about one company thrcugh the line_, and in réar of the 24 Battelion, 45th Infentry
(PS)e This hostile force ws encircled by the 3lst Infantry (US), 46th Infentry

(PS),'and some elements of the 41st Division (FA), but maneged to escape'on‘

the night of the @-21, leaving behind a large number of deads
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On 21 January the pressure against the 3lst 1nfantry (US) was increased

greatly and it was evident that the enemy wes preparing to effect s movement

o
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around the left flank from the direc‘tion of ¥t Natibe The 3lst Infantry (US)
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made strong efforts to disledge the enemy but with no success.
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At 3:00 FM, the lst Be.ttalion, 45th Infentry (PS) wes moved to the east
§0 &8 to make contect with the 4151: Division (PA), end the line was refused to
the south-west towards -bhe Abuoay-}iacienda Road and thus mesent a uniform
front to the threatened attack from the direction of Mt Natibe

The 2d Battalion, 46th Infantry (PS) was ordered to conform to this
movement and meke contect ‘withl fhe dlst infs.ntry (US) on its left.' However
it failed to fully complete the movement and nnkeA'bhe contempleted change of
front and contu.c'i:. I"l: stopped short of the desired position end left a gep
between its left and the lst Battalion, Slst Infembry (US)e

On 22 Jenvery the situation on the left flank grew worse. Repeated attecks
end counter-attecks took place, but no materisl gaeins were made. On the contrary
the 1lst Battelion, 3lst Infantry (US) ms.farced to withdraw from the MIR to &
position south of the Abucay=Haciende road end facing I Natibe

The 34 Battalioh, 3lst Infantry (US) withdrew to the reer ‘a.nd made contact
with the 2d Battalion, 3lst Infentry (TIS) on its right along the Abueay-;ﬁacienda
Roads But there still was a gap-hetmen'i'bs lef'l;, flank aﬁd the lst Battalion
3lst Infantry (US), which was south of the road. The 3d Battalion, 45th Infentry
(PS), which was still attached to the 3lst Infantry (US) had been on the MR '
end on the extrems left and sbreast of the lst Batmiion, 3lst Infentry (US),
we.s withdrawn through the gap between the 3d end lst Battalions, 3lst Infentry
(U8), end placed in‘ the 3lst Infantry (US) reéemo It made several counter
b.tté.cks to stop the enemy who'ms making &etermi.ned efforts to penetrate the
géDe |

It was now evident thet the MLR in the 6lst Division (P.A.) Sector could
not be restored by the Fhilippine D:Lvisiono

_(_)Perations in the Rear Areas

On 15 January the 3lst Division, (BA), was attached to II Corps and' ordered
¢
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%o move to Guitol in Corps Reserve. The leading elements arrived at Guitel g T Ei
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et 10500 AN, 15 Januery, end completed the movement during the night 16~17 | £ E ;J‘
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Januarye About midnight 15=16 January the 32d Infantry (P.A.) wes moved to the 1 !??L B\) =l
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Abucay-lft Netib line as 41lst Division (PA) reserves N@@\ '
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During the period 17=21 January stragglers of the 5lst Division (BA) were
assembled north of Guitol end reorgenized into thre;;., Infb.ntrjr Re;g:'maerrtss= é.t‘
greatly reduced strengthe A covering force _consiating of the remnants of the
‘5lst Infentry (PA) and the 21st Engineer Battt.lim (P.L) cons'bi'bu_’ced the covering
force on Hill 1625, Hostile reiding patrols i‘g.-equeﬁtijr- moved south along the
Abo=Abo River Valley and harressed the 3lst Divigion (PA) in their bivouac
gres snd the 5lst Division (PA) in its reei'ga:niaati‘.dn-aféa. One Battalien,

_ Blst Infentry (_11} was pleced in position to cover this river valleye

On 20 January the 5lst Infentry (PA) end 21st Engineer Bettalion (PA)
(Colonel Yoﬁng Commanding ) were ordered to advence north-west astride the
Guitol Treil and seize the junction of the Guitol—Abucay-Hacienda Trailse The
advence progressed slowly ageainst little resistance umtil almost at the junction
vhen strong pressure developede :

On 21 Jenuary this force pushed forward ageinst heavy hostile resistance
end secured its ebjectives,during the afternoon. About 9300 P, 21 Jenuary
& Japanese force attacked the 3lst Division (PA) from the east end northe
The 3d Battalion, 2lst Infaentry (PAj wes ordered to counter-attack st 7400 AL
22 Jenvary. The attack was launched but the enemy had withdrewn during the
nighte

on 22 January the enemy attacked the front of the covering force, Elst
Di'vfision (Ra) éutting regmrd commumicetions and supplye. The enemy captured
Fill 1620, An attempt was made by the covering force to reteke Hill 1620 but
wes unsuccessfule During the night 2223 Janwery the covering force withdrew -
via the heavily jméled slopes of lit liatean, end thence generally s.outh to
the 51st Division (PA) reorganization arece north of Guitol.

On 23d Januery en attack wes launched from the south to retake Hill 1620
The enemy hed withdrawn from his position and the ettacking force continued its

é.d-va.nce until stopped by hostile resistance gstride the Guitol Trail about one .
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kilemeter northwest of Hill 1620, A new covering force consisting of the i 2 - E.”E‘
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remnants of the 53d Infantry (PA) and & detachment of the 52d Infentry (BA), f o E ;f
Colonel Boatwright, Commanding, was put in position near the jumction of the L&E} ;j:
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Guitol and Balange Trails, with instructions to holde . * \}@% |
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The troops north of Hill 1620 were ordered:. 'bo withdraw into reserve under
cover of darkness the night of 25-24 Janus.ry. At about ézOO PM the enemy
attacked Colonel Boatwrights i if".inding itself surrounded on three sides
it withdrew dowm i:he Abo=Abo Rivg;' Valleye The 524 Infentry (PA) detachment
reported to the nearest commander m the 1 cécrps end remained theres The 53d
Infantry (PA) was badly scattered. Colonel Young was placed in commend of a
force which held a position astride the Guitol Trail north of Guitol protecting
the 5lst Division (PA) reorgenizetion srea. The hostile advance was stoppe d

there that eveningo
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Withdrewal to Reserve Battle Position |22 g
(See Appendix No. 6) ! ; g 5
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The Ressons for Withdrawsl % gg“’q B‘) =
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On 22 January Mejor General Sutherlend, Chief of Staff, USAFFE, visited \g\@\ '
N
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my Command Pos‘t west of Limaye After a discussion of the situstion General

Sutherleand decided a withgra.ml ‘from the Abucay=lit Natib Position wes essentiale

et
-

The reasons for the withdrawal at this time were ap;paren'bs

(1) Disintegrstion of the 5lst Division (FA), which had left a gap in
the lbin Battle Position for six (6) days. '

(2) Failure of the eountera‘f:t;.ck by the Fhilippine Division to reesteab-
1lish the m within 51st Division (PA) Sector.

(3) Unknom strength of the eneﬁw that had penetrated into the Abo=Abo
ﬁiver corridor through this gape

(4) Loss of contact betwsen I and II Corpse

(Ej All reserves of I and II Corps'had been committed except elements
of 3lst Division (PA)e

(6)' .Possible' énvelopment of Abucay=Mt Natib position thus meking a later
withdfa.ﬁl impossibles

(7) The enemy wes in the rear of the llain Ba.ttlev Position in the I Corps
Soctor.' '

The Reserve Battle Position

The outstanding terrain feature of the Reserve Battle Position wes Mk
Semat, with an elevation of 1920 feet, which domi;aﬁ_gd the position and efforded
excellent observetion over the entire Corps fronte

The Catman River corridor and the Talisay River corridor afforded excellent
avenues of approach leading from the north into the positione The areas in
general was covered with dense jungles and traversed by deep gorgese The right
half of the position had excellent fields of fires The BEast Rosd and the
Pilar Bagec Road were the only highweys leading into the position. Both were
on flet terrain end subject to excellent cbservetion. Trails #2 end #4 on the

east slope and Trails #29 end #429 on the west slope of Mt Samat were the main





